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Georgia Research Alliance Names First Eminent Scholar in Energy Sustainability

Energy Expert David Sholl Joins Georgia Tech
ATLANTA, May 15, 2008 – David S. Sholl, Ph.D., an accomplished researcher in carbon management and sustainable energy, recently joined the Georgia Institute of Technology as the first Georgia Research Alliance (GRA) Eminent Scholar in Energy Sustainability.  

Dr. Sholl is the Michael E. Tennenbaum Family Chair and GRA Eminent Scholar in Energy Sustainability in Georgia Tech’s School of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering.  In this position, he focuses on computational materials modeling to develop new materials to accelerate the development of environmentally and economically sustainable paths for generating and storing energy.  

“Sustainability and energy independence are two of the most important and compelling issues of our time,” said C. Michael Cassidy, president and CEO of the Georgia Research Alliance.  “The addition of Dr. Sholl as a GRA Eminent Scholar addresses the need for practical solutions that will help Georgia to better generate and manage its energy resources.”

Dr. Sholl’s research vision is to develop new materials and processes that contribute to sustainable energy use on relevant global scales: gigawatts of energy and gigatons of reductions in carbon emissions.  Some of his current work includes studying metal alloys that can serve as membranes to purify hydrogen, which could allow this element to be used as a transportation fuel.  At Georgia Tech, he and his research group will work with academic and industry partners to create solutions for the global society.  

“From the first time I heard David speak on his research, I was sure that he was the right person for this chair,” said Dr. Ronald W. Rousseau, Cecil J. “Pete” Silas Chair and Chair of the School of Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering.  “His research is characterized as fundamental and yet he targets problems whose solutions could have a significant impact on energy availability and utilization.”

Prior to coming to Georgia Tech, Dr. Sholl was a professor in the Department of Chemical Engineering at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, where he established a research program funded by the National Science Foundation, the Department of Energy, and industry companies.  

About GRA

A model public-private partnership between Georgia universities, business and state government, the Georgia Research Alliance helps build Georgia’s technology-rich economy in three major ways: through attracting Eminent Scholars to Georgia’s research universities; through helping create centers of research excellence and  through converting research into products, services and jobs that drive the economy.  To learn more about GRA, visit www.gra.org. 

About Georgia Tech

The Georgia Institute of Technology is one of the nation’s premiere research universities. Ranked eighth among U.S. News & World Report’s top public universities, Georgia Tech’s 17,000 students are enrolled in its Colleges of Architecture, Computing, Engineering, Liberal Arts, Management and Sciences. Tech is among the nation’s top producers of women and African-American engineers. The Institute offers research opportunities to both undergraduate and graduate students and is home to more than 100 interdisciplinary units plus the Georgia Tech Research Institute.
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